
I am Kevin McLoughlin, CCO of Open Access 
Data Centres (OADC), and I’m delighted to 
introduce the inaugural issue of Welcome, which 
contains news, articles and features related to the 
delivery of OADC’s transformational data centre 
proposition for Africa.

First of all, I would like to take this opportunity to offer you 
a brief overview of OADC: an exciting new data centre 
operator that is transforming the provision of data centre 
services in Africa. While our main focus is the cloud 
provider and wholesale community,  we are also very much 
a data centre solutions provider for major enterprises, such 
as those in the finance and government sectors.

Committed to a USD500 million-plus, multi-year 
investment programme, OADC will play a key role in accelerating Africa’s digital transformation by 
constructing and operating an interconnected pan-African network of world class, Tier III certified, 
open-access, carrier-neutral data centres. These facilities will provide bespoke colocation 
capabilities and ultra-reliable, seamless connectivity directly into the new international subsea 
systems, eliminating the costs and risks traditionally associated with terrestrial backhauling.

Our first-phase locations are under construction and on track to launch during 2022. They will 
house key submarine cable landings in Lagos and Durban, supporting the drive to land the next 
generation of international submarine capacity directly into carrier-neutral data centres. Each will 
also be fully interconnected with existing data centres and internet exchange points (IXPs), and 
offer clients an unrestricted choice of inland terrestrial connectivity through a range of network 
provider partners.

In this issue, we highlight the progress being made in the construction of our new data centres, 
explore what is making OADC so attractive to cloud operators, carriers 
and major enterprises in finance and government in particular, review how the launch of OADC 
was reported in the media and get a sense for the scale of opportunity available to data-
dependent businesses in South Africa and Nigeria.

I hope you enjoy the read and I would welcome your feedback on this issue, as well as 
suggestions on topics you would like to see covered within future issues.
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What makes OADC different? 

Although the African data centre marketplace continues 
to develop rapidly, the industry remains fragmented and 
is populated by an assortment of operators, each focused 
on one or a small number of countries and facilities. As a 
consequence, the African cloud is currently more accurately 
characterised as a loose collection of semi-isolated clouds 
across the continent, with only limited synergy between 
them. With content and services moving ever closer to 
the edge of the network, for improved availability and 
performance, a single high-capacity regional data centre 
is no longer sufficient. However, market fragmentation 
limits the ability of the cloud provider and wholesale 
community to expand their business operations rapidly 
into new territories and markets, due to the challenges in 
addressing requirements for consistency, standardisation, 
interconnectivity, flexibility and scalability. 

What is urgently needed is a truly seamless, carrier-
independent, hyperscale infrastructure underpinning 
Africa’s cloud; one that supports open and rich 
interconnection between data centres and internet 
exchange points across multiple countries, enabling truly 
integrated cloud ecosystems throughout the continent. 

OADC has been set up with the vision of enabling Africa’s 
digital ecosystem, driving economic growth and enriching 
society. It will achieve this by deploying a unique, pan-
African, carrier-neutral network of world-class data centres 
that will not only support richer cloud ecosystems, but 
also provide the capability to deliver bespoke solutions 
demanded by the wholesale community - as well as 
standardised colocation services for enterprise customers, 
such as finance organisations and government bodies. 

Our proposition is designed with openness and client 
choice at its heart, embracing the delivery of exceptional 
levels of flexibility, responsiveness and scalability, 
combined with unparalleled client transparency, interaction, 
expert assistance and partnership.

OADC is a cutting edge, carrier-neutral data centre services provider that is transforming the 
African digital ecosystem through the construction and operation of an interconnected, pan-
African network of more than 20 world-class, Tier III data centres. OADC data centres have the 
customisability and scalability wanted by the cloud provider and wholesale community, and are 
also able to meet the colocation requirements of the enterprise market. 

By OADC CCO, Kevin McLoughlin

OADC’s client offering sets it apart from others with a 
combination of elements that includes:  

• tailored colocation solutions across a world-class, 
pan-African, interconnected platform of Tier III certified, 
open-access, carrier-neutral data centre facilities

• carrier-neutrality through unrestricted choice of 
connectivity offerings from a variety of carriers

• participation in vibrant interconnected ecosystems that 
enrich business interactions

• an Africa-centric approach, combining invaluable local 
knowledge, experience and expertise with a vision for 
Africa

• remote monitoring and management capabilities 
offering exceptional levels of operational and 
management flexibility and control, and information 
transparency

• strong operational, sustainability and energy efficiency 
credentials

• a strongly consultative, relationship-focused approach, 
with access to an outstanding pool of technical 
knowledge and expertise

• unmatched flexibility and scalability to meet clients’ 
current needs and expected future requirements

• industry-leading client experience, service and support 

Taken together, these elements enable OADC - a provider 
that recognises and supports clients’ needs for flexibility 
and scalability to meet whatever the future demands - 
to offer clients an unprecedented level of engagement, 
partnership and capability in planning and implementing 
their deployment strategies for Africa.

Choosing to work with us means 
engaging with an innovative and truly 
client-centric data centre experience.



Transforming the provision of data centre 
services across Africa
The recent launch of OADC was widely reported, acknowledging the value in a revolutionary 
data centre proposition that will assist cloud providers and the wholesale community - including 
content providers, telcos, CDN operators and internet service providers – in accelerating the 
expansion of their businesses into new territories and markets across Africa.
To read a particular piece of coverage, please click on the story headline below and this will open the appropriate page on the 
website where the story was published.

Afrique IT News 
WIOCC lève 200 millions de dollars pour étendre la 
connectivité et le déploiement du centre de données

Capacity 
WIOCC’s data centre company to host Equiano and 2Africa 
landings 

CIO Africa 
WIOCC Raises $200 Million To Expand Africa Connectivity 

DataCentre magazine 
OADC announces US$500mn investment in Africa data 
centres 

Data Center Dynamics 
Subsea cable firm WIOCC raises $200 million for new pan-
African data center company)

Data Centre & Network News 
Transforming provisions across Africa 

Developing Telecoms 
WIOCC raises $200m to expand African connectivity 

ITWeb 
WIOCC raises US$200m to expand connectivity and 
datacentre rollout 

MyBroadband 
Major undersea cable operator raises R3.2 billion — will 
fund data centre in Durban 

SubTel Forum 
Open Access Data Centres in Africa 

TechCentral 
Wiocc raises R3.2-billion as it pursues Africa data centre 
opportunity 

Telecompaper 
OADC to invest USD 500 mln in African data centres 

Telecom Review 
2Africa, Equiano subsea cable landing stations to be hosted 
in new data centers 

https://afriqueitnews.com/finance/wiocc-leve-200-millions-dollars-etendre-connectivite-deploiement-centre-donnees/
https://afriqueitnews.com/finance/wiocc-leve-200-millions-dollars-etendre-connectivite-deploiement-centre-donnees/
https://www.capacitymedia.com/articles/3830226/wioccs-data-centre-co-to-host-equiano-and-2africa-landings
https://www.capacitymedia.com/articles/3830226/wioccs-data-centre-co-to-host-equiano-and-2africa-landings
https://techcentral.co.za/wiocc-raises-r3-2-billion-as-it-pursues-africa-data-centre-opportunity/205171/
https://datacentremagazine.com/data-centres/oadc-announces-usdollar500mn-investment-africa-data-centres
https://datacentremagazine.com/data-centres/oadc-announces-usdollar500mn-investment-africa-data-centres
https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/news/subsea-cable-firm-wiocc-raises-200-million-for-new-pan-african-data-center-company/
https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/news/subsea-cable-firm-wiocc-raises-200-million-for-new-pan-african-data-center-company/
https://dcnnmagazine.com/data-centres/oadc-invests-data-centres-in-africa/
https://developingtelecoms.com/telecom-business/telecom-investment-mergers/12381-wiocc-raises-200m-to-expand-african-connectivity.html
https://itweb.africa/content/JBwEr7nBO2o76Db2
https://itweb.africa/content/JBwEr7nBO2o76Db2
https://mybroadband.co.za/news/business-telecoms/424540-major-undersea-cable-operator-raises-r3-2-billion-will-fund-data-centre-in-durban.html
https://mybroadband.co.za/news/business-telecoms/424540-major-undersea-cable-operator-raises-r3-2-billion-will-fund-data-centre-in-durban.html
https://subtelforum.com/open-access-data-centres-in-africa/
https://techcentral.co.za/wiocc-raises-r3-2-billion-as-it-pursues-africa-data-centre-opportunity/205171/
https://techcentral.co.za/wiocc-raises-r3-2-billion-as-it-pursues-africa-data-centre-opportunity/205171/
https://www.telecompaper.com/news/oadc-to-invest-usd-500-mln-in-african-data-centres--1405622
https://www.telecomreview.com/index.php/articles/wholesale-and-capacity/5644-2africa-equiano-subsea-cable-landing-stations-to-be-hosted-in-new-data-centers
https://www.telecomreview.com/index.php/articles/wholesale-and-capacity/5644-2africa-equiano-subsea-cable-landing-stations-to-be-hosted-in-new-data-centers


Rapid progress at OADC Lagos 
and OADC Durban
OADC Lagos build ahead 
of schedule
Rapid progress is being made at our OADC 
Lagos data centre site in Lekki, Nigeria, with 
construction ahead of schedule. 
Congratulations are due to our Nigerian logistics partner, 
AMG, who managed the first shipment through all logistics 
and paperwork, achieving ship-to-site delivery in an 
astounding five days! Further shipments are expected 
imminently.

The first phase of the data centre will be ready for clients 
in July 2022. When fully operational, this USD150 million, 
Tier III certified facility will incorporate the landing station 
for the Equiano cable, which will bring more than 120 Tbps 
of additional international capacity into the country, and 
connect into Lagos and beyond.

OADC Lagos will support up to 20MW site power load 
across more than 7,200 square metres of white space – 
sufficient for up to 3,275 racks. 

Our flexible approach to data centre design and 
construction enables us not only to expand capacity 
quickly – with the site power load fully scalable to 40MW as 
market demand grows - but also to seamlessly incorporate 
bespoke solutions individually tailored to clients’ specific 
space, power, management, control and environmental 
requirements. 

OADC Durban
The OADC Durban facility is in the final 
stages of testing ahead of launch:
• Fit-out of Phase 1 (2Africa CLS + initial colocation racks) 

is complete

• The CLS is on track to be handed over to 2Africa in 
February 2022

• Phase 1 of the DC is on schedule to go live in April 2022

OADC Durban will house the cable landing for the Durban 
branch of the 2Africa submarine cable and offer exceptional 
connectivity into South Africa’s terrestrial fibre network, 
including direct access to the 1,700km NLD5 and NLD6 
terrestrial fibre routes between Durban and Cape Town, 
and to the NLD1 fibre route direct to Johannesburg. 
Also designed to Tier III standards, OADC Durban’s 
proximity to Durban CBD makes it ideally located to be 
a key component in Durban-based companies’ primary 
colocation and disaster recovery solutions.

The first phase is due to be ready for clients in Q1 2022, 
when office space will also be available for clients to lease 
and fit out as they choose. When fully operational, the data 
centre will offer more than 2,200 square metres of white 
space, with a further 2,000 square metres of A-grade office 
space also available on-site.



Nigeria

South
Africa

Nigeria and South Africa 
in numbers

208.8 million
Population in January 2021

51.44%
Internet user penetration in 2021. 
Up from 43.01% in 2017

59.92%
Projected Internet user 
penetration in 2026

514.05 billion
U.S. dollars - Nigeria’s GDP in 2021 
(the highest GDP per capita in Africa)

33 million
Social Media users 
(January 2021)

½ Nigeria accounts for about half of West Africa’s population and has one 
of the largest youth populations in the world

14,862,111
Population of Lagos in 2021.

60,041,994
Population

30 million 
Social Media users 
(January 2021)

+3 million 
(+11%) – Increase in Social Media 
users between 2020 and 2021

3,176,254
Population of Durban 
in 2021

60.73%
Internet user penetration in 2021.
Up from 53.92% in 2017

66.06%
Projected Internet user 
penetration in 2026

+6 million
(+22%) – Increase in Social Media 
users between 2020 and 2021

https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2021-nigeria
https://www.statista.com/statistics/484918/internet-user-reach-nigeria/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/484918/internet-user-reach-nigeria/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1120999/gdp-of-african-countries-by-country/
https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2021-nigeria
https://www.internetworldstats.com/africa.htm#ng
https://worldpopulationreview.com/world-cities/lagos-population
https://www.internetworldstats.com/africa.htm#za
https://www.statista.com/forecasts/1146871/social-media-users-in-south-africa
https://www.statista.com/forecasts/1146871/social-media-users-in-south-africa
https://worldpopulationreview.com/world-cities/durban-population
https://www.statista.com/statistics/484933/internet-user-reach-south-africa/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/484933/internet-user-reach-south-africa/
https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2021-nigeria


Nigeria team introductions

Mark Okhimamhe - 
OADC Senior Project 
Manager  
My name is Mark Okhimamhe and I manage 
a number of important data centre related 
projects in Nigeria, including the construction 
of OADC Lagos and the Equiano cable 
landing at Lekki.
I am an experienced data centre and telecoms industry 
professional. Prior to joining OADC, I worked for and 
with telecom and data centre collocation service provider 
MainOne/MDXi; telecom engineering service company 
Anchor Telecoms; telecom operators MTN, Globacom, 
9mobile and Airtel; and OEMs Huawei, Ericsson, Alcatel, 
Nokia and Aviat. 

As a tech enthusiast, it is great to be so closely involved in 
transforming digital infrastructure development in Nigeria, 
as I know this will make a huge difference to businesses 
and individuals.

Philips Adeboje -  
OADC Lagos Site Manager
My name is Philip Adeboje and I am 
an experienced construction industry 
professional.
I am the Site Manager for OADC Lagos, which is being built 
in Lekki on a four-hectare site – which makes it one of the 
largest data centre campuses in West Africa. The first phase 
will be ready for clients from Q2 2022.

My role is to manage, control and report on all on-site 
activities and deliverables, such as Health & Safety, 
document management and reporting, risk management 
and stakeholder management.

Philips Adeboje and Mark Okhimamhe are key members of the team responsible for managing 
the construction of OADC Lagos.

Email: enquiries@openaccessdc.net

Web: www.openaccessdc.net
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